
Sound and Vision....

Remember, remember, the 5th of November, for your pets sake if for no
other reason! Most pets are scared of loud bangs and bright flashes
while some are terrified.

Pablo, a middle aged border collie, did not like loud noises or flashing
lights and used to cower when an aeroplane flew over the house! His
owners, Jane and Paul, were always careful to shut him in around
November 5th and to try and protect him from the noises he so hated.
However nowadays the firework season runs for many weeks and it is
difficult to predict when it will start. It was towards the end of October
when Jane and Paul went out for a meal at a pub they regularly visited in
the town. Pablo was left snoozing in his bed, dreaming of the rabbits he
hoped to encounter on his walk the next day, when he was woken by a
loud crash. Unbeknown to his owners some local youths had decided to
kick start the season with a firework party in the road outside the house.
Pablo ran to the window in alarm just in time to see a bright flash and a
loud bang that sent him reeling backwards. He flew into a panic and ran
around the house twice before stopping by the open bathroom window
just in time to see a rocket soaring past. Poor Pablo could not stand any
more and, with no thought of the consequences, threw himself out of the
window and into the garden below. Thankfully he was not injured, but
with the one thought in his mind of putting as much distance between
himself and another loud bang, he charged up the road at a gallop.

He ran through the town centre, fortunately missing any cars he
encountered, and even more fortunately running past the very pub
where his owners were dining. He was spotted and recognised by some
of Jane and Pauls friends who were outside in the smoking area and
they immediately alerted them. They gave chase as quickly as possible
and eventually caught up with him nearly a mile up the road. While
uninjured, Pablo was in a terrible state of shock, and it took some time to
coax him into the car and even longer to calm him down enough to get
him home! 



You can help your pet prepare for firework night as follows;

Before the event;

 Prepare a den for your dog in their favourite place.

 Plug in an Adaptil diffuser near the den and provide your dog with
toys and treats.

 If your dog has a phobia, like Pablo, visit your Veterinary Surgeon to
get medication to calm it when necessary.

On days when fireworks are likely;

 Walk your dog before dusk. Make sure all pets are in the house.

 Distract your dog with new chews or toys, closing curtains and
putting on the television or music to mask the bangs

 Ignore any fearful behaviour, such as panting and whining, or you
will make your dog more distressed

 Try not to leave your pet alone.

After firework night;

 If you have a phobic pet then get behavioural therapy before it
happens again. For instance CDs of firework noises are available to
get your pet used to these. Talk to your Veterinary Surgeons as to
what they recommend. Act soon.  Do not wait until it happens again!

Fortunately Pablo recovered from his ordeal. As he had a marked sound
phobia Jane and Paul asked me to refer him to a registered behavioural
therapist shortly after that firework night. He was treated with
medication, CDs of noises and behavioural modification. Although he
still gets a little scared, he is now a much calmer dog, and his owners
can look forward to a less stressful November for the whole household.


