
The Easter Bunny??

Rabbits have been associated with springtime since ancient times. It is
believed that a symbol of the Anglo-Saxon Goddess of Spring Eostre
was the hare. It was Eostre's sacred animal since it was a symbol of
fertility and the rebirth of nature following winter.

As rabbits are similar to hares and are very common everywhere,
Christians changed the symbol to the Easter bunny. So the modern
symbol of the Easter bunny comes from pagan times.

Of course for the Easter bunny to deliver his chocolate bounty, to those children
that have behaved well enough to deserve it, he needs to be able to run around
and not be shut in a hutch. While this may seem an obvious point it is actually
to illustrate that many rabbits are kept in hutches with no, or very little, room to
run around in. They are often brought as childrens’ pets and left in a hutch in
the garden. As time goes by they get more and more forgotten. Sadly, despite
being the third most popular pets in Britain, rabbits are still one of the
most neglected domestic animals. 

A huge proportion of rabbits live out their days in a small hutch with little
or no exercise, or are unwanted and discarded onto rescue centres that
are already bursting at the seams. Most cases of cruelty and neglect
towards rabbits are out of ignorance; people often don't realise they are
doing anything wrong because they haven’t done enough research into
rabbit care and wellbeing before choosing to buy a pet rabbit.

It was the Victorians who first kept rabbits in hutches - a short term
storage solution before the animals went to the pot? We've moved on a
great deal since then, but the habit of keeping rabbits in hutches has
stuck. 

Rabbits are not designed to live in a confined space. In the wild they
cover an area equivalent to 30 football pitches. They're not designed to
live alone either - wild rabbits live in large social groups, foraging,
grooming each other and huddling together for warmth. Rabbits living
alone experience high levels of stress. Domestic rabbits are not
fundamentally far removed from their wild cousins. They share the same
need to run, jump, explore and share companionship with their own kind,
so their accommodation must allow them to display these natural
behaviours. 

The hutch should be a minimum size of 6' x 2' x 2', which allows rabbits
some room to move, stand on their hind legs and enough space for the



food, toilet and sleeping areas to be kept apart. It is commonly accepted
that a rabbit should have space for 3 hops, but it is commonly
underestimated just how far 3 hops is - our tests show that 3 hops from
an average sized rabbit covers 6-7 feet! A hutch should only be a shelter
and not the only living space. It should be attached to a secure run of at
least 8' x 4'. Please bear in mind that these recommendations are all
minimums - and like many things in life, bigger is better!

 A happy rabbit enjoying its run!

Further information can be obtained from your Veterinary Surgeon or by
contacting the Rabbit Welfare Association (www.rabbitwelfare.co.uk).

So at this time of year with which rabbits are particularly associated, take
time to check on your rabbit, or your childrens’ rabbit, and see if you can
give it a better quality of life. Your own Easter bunny will be truly grateful!

http://www.rabbitwelfare.co.uk/

